
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  April 26, 2009 
Title:  The Healing of the Blind Man  
Text:  Mark 8:22-26 (Gospel Parallels – Only in Mark) 
Theme: Continues confirmation that He is all His audience claims Him to be. 
 
Introduction:  
Many of us believe that when we turned on our water faucets we will get water.  Even 
though most of us have no idea how this works, we believed it will.  I understand very 
little about how the things I trust in actually work.  Every day I take a small pill that 
moderates my thyroid.  I have no thought as to how it works, but I have faith in my 
doctor and the prescription he ordered.  Thus I blindly take what he suggests. 
 
Today our study has a blind man seeing.  The blind man believed Jesus was able, and 
Jesus did for Him what the blind man could never do for himself.  Today I want to 
believe and I want you to believe that God is able to do exceeding abundantly more 
than we could possibly ask or think.  I have no idea what your problems are; I know 
what mine are, and the Holy Spirit is calling us to believe God no matter what the 
outcome of our situation might look like. 
 
It is impossible to remove this narrative from the larger flow of Mark’s story.  Jesus 
continues His intentional march toward the cross, the work to which He was called and 
for which He came.  Yet Mark strategically places each of the various pieces into the 
proper place so that the reader would see more clearly who Christ is in His person and 
work. 
 
This miracle sits on the lip of an enormous precipice.  After Caesarea Philippi the 
content of what our Lord teaches will expand significantly.  Markan scholarship has 
long recognized that a literary relationship exists between 8:22-26 and 10:46-52, as these 
two episodes are the only healings of blindness in the gospel. Just as the first healing 
sits in front of the first recorded disclosure of His impending death, so the second 
sits in front of the beginning of Passion Week.  After this miracle, everything compels 
us forward toward the looming cross-work.  Why does Mark place this miracle just 
before the upcoming momentous event? 
 
N.T. Wright responds with the following insight. 
 

Mark has put together the story of the blind man receiving his sight and of the 
blind disciples gaining their insight, in order, of course, to highlight what’s going 
on in the second story by means of the parallel with the first.1   

 
I do not believe the sole intent of these miracles is to be seen in its ability to parallel the 
recovery of sight to those who are spiritually blind.  The observation is valid, but not 
singular.  Our Lord continues to establish Himself as the Messiah promised and pre-
figured in the Hebrew Scripture. 
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Only twice is this particular word for blindness used in Mark’s account, here and in the 
healing of Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52).  Blindness is often used in the Bible as a 
consequence of divine judgment.  “Examples of this are the men of Sodom (Gen. 19: 11), 
the Syrian army (2 Kgs. 6: 18), and Elymas (Acts 13: 11). Paul was struck blind for three 
days, following his vision of the Lord on the road to Damascus (Acts 9: 1-18).  There is 
evidence that some of the Jews thought blindness was always the result of sin, as in 
John 9: 1-2, 34, but Jesus made it clear that physical impairment may be due to other 
causes, and is not necessarily due to sin.”2   
 
In light of this historical and theological context, the restoring of sight to the blind 
would be understood as divine favor and descriptive of how the individual has moved 
from a position of disfavor to that of favor.   
 
As we place this narrative into the storyline of the Bible we can see how the healing of 
the blind was an open sign of God’s anointed (Luke 4:18, “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD 
IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE 
POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND 
RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE 
OPPRESSED” [See also Isaiah 61:1]).  It enabled those who were seeking to find the One 
who was to come.  God’s Hero would recover the sight of the blind.   
 

Giving sight to the blind was another indication that Jesus was doing what God 
had promised to do when he came to bring salvation (Isa. 35:5).3   

 
Yet what our Lord did in healing physical blindness was a mere shadow of the greater 
healing of sight for those whose hearts were blinded by unbelief (2 Cor. 4:3-6).  
Although the text is not teaching any type of partial progression in the salvation 
process, it is noteworthy how often one’s full clarity of truth is progressive and not 
instantaneous.   
 
The healing of the blind must be placed in the context our Lord’s authority over disease 
and the cautious apprehension and open resistance of the religious establishment.  They 
either had to accept Him for what He showed Himself to be or they would have to fight 
Him to the end.  Regrettably, they fought Him . . . and lost. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

• The Healing of the Blind Man (Mark 8:22-26) 
o Continued confirmation that He is all His audience claims Him to be. 

• Peter’s Confession and Jesus’ Revelation (Mark 8:27-9:1; 9:30-32). 
o The Christ, the Son of the living God must die if His people would live 

and this is the plan of God for the redemption of man. 

• The Disciples’ Assured - The Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-13). 
o Jesus assures His disciples that He is all He claims to be.  He is the Christ, 

the Son of the living God. 
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Its Eternal Value:  
Jesus Christ upset prevailing thought by bringing sight to the blind.  Whatever caused 
the condition is secondary to the outcome.  In the context of continued resistance and 
open defiance, Jesus Christ shows Himself to be God’s anointed, the Messiah, the 
Christ.   
 

He had before caused  the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, and the lame to walk; 
now he makes the blind to see; yet did the Pharisees obstinately resist all means 
of their conviction, and continued in their opposition to truth, to their inevitable 
and unutterable condemnation. 4 

 
Anyone who has eyes to see can behold the fulfillment of God’s promise to bring a 
deliverer and deliverance (Gen. 3:15, 21), to save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 
 
The Problem: 
Although we know who He is and what He can do, we are reluctant to believe.  Friend, 
let us like the friends who brought the blind man, bring those who need Jesus for 
healing, both spiritually and physically. 
 
The Storyline: 
God’s Hero has come; it is now for us to look to Him for the recovery of our sight.  He 
alone and only can lift the veil that blinds the eyes of His people so that they might see 
Jesus only.  Those who still wander blinded to the truth of God’s Hero must be led to 
the one who alone has the power to remove the scales from their eyes and the blindness 
of their hearts. 
 
Questions: 

1. Who brought the blind man?  For whom are we in earnest to come to Jesus? 
2. Why did they bring the blind man? 
3. Why did Jesus spit on the blind man’s eyes? 
4. Why the gap between the initial act and full sight? 
5. Why the caution not to enter the village? 
6. To whom or to what do we turn when we are crushed by life? 
7. When was the last time you saw God? 
8. When was the last time you heard God? 
9. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in 

a moral or religious vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the 
Hebrew Scripture? 

10. Why do you think Mark drops this passage in his narrative? 
11. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
12. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
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To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know Jesus is able to heal the physical 
and spiritual blindness of His people. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Jesus above any earthly means. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting only in Jesus. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Plea for Help (Mark 8:22)  
 
This appears to be a constant refrain throughout Mark’s narrative and our Lord’s 
life/ministry.  He was always surrounded by those who had problems.  The problems 
He addressed could find no other solution.  God had to act or all would be lost.  Not 
everyone who had a problem found a solution.  There were many in the world at this 
time who did not and could not come to Jesus.  Those, however, who did, found hope, 
healing, and wholeness.   
 
As a minister, I do feel the weight of those who suffer within the context of this 
community of faith.  These weights, though, are different than the ones I wear living 
under the curse.  Just as many of you are crying out to God for deliverance, so also am I 
crying out to God for deliverance.  Our culture would have us turn to many things, but 
God would have us turn to Him.  Listen to 2 Corinthians 1:8-10. 
 

8 “For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came 
to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that 
we despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within 
ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the 
dead; 10 who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He 
on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us” (2 Cor. 1:8-10). 

 
This is why we have struggle and live under the curse.  It is in order that, for this reason 
“we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.”  Today may we like 
the blind come to Jesus for the restoring of our sight. 
 

A. Their plea was proper – “They brought a blind man to Jesus”  
 

This passage is interesting in so far that others led the individual to Christ.  “If those 
that are spiritually blind, do not pray for themselves, yet let their friends and relations 
pray for them, that Christ would be pleased to touch them.”5  Consider a similar note in 
Mark 2:3 and 6:55, 56. 
 

“And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men” (Mark 2:3). 
 
55 “and ran about that whole country and began to carry here and there on their 
pallets those who were sick, to the place they heard He was. 56 Wherever He 
entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying the sick in the market 
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places, and imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and 
as many as touched it were being cured” (Mark 6:55, 56). 

 
We have discussed this before.  Who we trust is whom we turn to when the dust settles.  
This is what sets us apart from those who know not God.  God is not our last choice 
among many choices.  He is our only choice.  If He does not act, all hope is lost. 
 

B. Their plea was passionate – “They implored Him to touch him”  
 
The word used for implore is parakaleo.  This is one of my favorite New Testament 
words.  It means, “To call alongside of.”  It is the same urgency expressed by the leper 
in Mark 1:40.  It is the word used in Mark 5 when the demon Legion “begged Jesus 
again and again” regarding his fate (vv. 10, 12).  It is this same earnestness expressed by 
the people of the land (v. 17) and of the individual who was delivered (v. 18).  It is the 
kind of speech and energy one uses when begging for the life of your little girl (5:23).  It 
is the word used of those whose circumstances lie outside the reach of the natural world 
and whose only hope, healing, and wholeness sits solely in the mercy of God (6:56; 
7:32).  There is a zeal or fervor that borders on madness that is fed by an overwhelming 
sense of despair.  In our passage it is the last time this word will be used in Mark’s 
account.   
 
When was the last time you and I felt this crushing sense of complete helplessness?  To 
what or to whom did we turn when we were conquered by the problem?  Friend, when 
we reach this point we are no longer worried about what others might think, we only 
care about getting a hold of God. 

 
II. The Partial Healing (Mark 8:23-24) 

 
It is the only miracle which can be said to have happened gradually.”  Usually 
Jesus’ miracles happened suddenly and completely.  In this miracle the blind 
man’s sight came back in stages.6   

 
A. Jesus Took Him by the Hand   

 
The various touches here are of interest also. Jesus led him out by the hand, put 
spittle on his eyes and laid his hands upon him.7   

 
B. Jesus Led Him Out of Town - away from the crowds and the world   

 
Inside of this event there is tenderness in the words and actions of Jesus.  Again we see 
the care and compassion of others towards those less fortunate.  Jesus responds to their 
request and leads the blind individual to a place of seclusion and comfort.  He did not 
desire to make a show of the individual nor of His power to restore sight.  This is 
equally evidenced by the appeal, “Not to go into the village.”   He met the man in a 
manner that was tangible to him; “He spit on the man’s eyes.” 
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Many commentators see this gesture by our Lord as a pronouncement of judgment 
against the people of Bethsaida.  I will come back to this in a moment. 
 

C. Jesus Spit On His Eyes 
 
“He could have cured him, as he did others, with a word speaking, but thus he was 
pleased to assist his faith which was very weak, and to help him against his unbelief.” 8  
 
“The eyes were probably closed. They were perhaps "gummed," or united together by a 
secretion that had become hard. To apply spittle to them-- to wet them would be a sign, 
a natural expression of removing the obstruction and opening them. The power was not 
in the spittle, but it attended the application of it.” 9 
 

D. Jesus Put His Hands on Him   
 
Can we not sense the tenderness of how our Lord relates to this man’s plight?  It is 
when we are devastated that we begin to question the tender mercy of God.  I have met 
many whose only wish was to “feel” Jesus in their midst, to have Him physically touch 
them.  To hear Him call their name and to tell them that everything will be okay.  This is 
why I believe a community of faith and faithful under-shepherds are an intentional part 
of God’s purpose for His people.  It is through the community of faith and faithful 
under-shepherds that you and I can see the face of God and feel the touch of God.  
When people tell me that do not see or hear God, I tell them to open their eyes and ears 
to see and hear what God is doing and saying right now in this moment.   
 

E. Jesus Asked Him What He Saw 
 
This man knew what trees where.  The only way he could tell the difference between 
trees and people is that the people were moving.   
 
“Our Lord could have restored this man to sight in a moment; but he chose to do it in 
the way mentioned in the text, to show that he is sovereign of his own graces; and to 
point out that, however insignificant means may appear in themselves, they are 
divinely efficacious when he chooses to work by them.”10   
 

III. The Perfect Healer (Mark 8:25-26)  
 
“A great evidence of his condescending humility, and of his goodness and mercy; 
showing how ready and willing he was to help and heal him.”11   
 

A. He looked intently (“He made him look up”) 
 
I think the idea is as this man’s sight was restored our Lord had to force him to open his 
eyes because of the brilliance of the daylight.  Perhaps you can imagine the sense of 
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being overwhelmed by seeing the shining sun for the first time after living in darkness 
all your life. 

 
B. His sight was restored 

 
Mark uses the word restored three times.  First, in Mark 3:5 when the withered man’s 
hand is restored or made whole.  Its second occurrence is in our present passage.  And 
finally in Mark 9:12, when all things will be placed back in order with the arrival of the 
Messiah.  To be restored is to bring something back into its proper place.  God made the 
man’s eyes to do what they were designed to do, see. 
 

C. He saw everything clearly 
 
The word “clearly” is used only here in the entire New Testament.  It is a compound 
word made up of “complete, finish” and “ray of light, break of dawn.”  He saw 
everything as it was meant to be seen.  It was fresh and alive.  His sight brought the 
hope of a day dawning, of the sun rising.   
 
The progression in the healing reflects not on any deficiency on the part of Jesus but 
rather to enable the once blind to fully grasp the significance of what was transpiring.  
His sight was restored completely so that “he saw everything clearly.” 
 
I mentioned earlier the need to note Bethsaida and how it speaks to verse 26.  Bethsaida 
is notable as a place where many miracles were done, yet despite this the people did not 
repent.  This received strong denouncement by our Lord. 
 

20 “Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were 
done, because they did not repent. 21 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in 
you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 Nevertheless I 
say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment 
than for you” (Matt. 11:20-22). 

 
It is perhaps for this reason Jesus tells the individual “not to go into the village” (v. 26).  
God does not throw His pearls before swine.  How tragic it would be if we failed to see 
God in our moments or to hear God speak in the whispers of life.  What are we to see 
and hear today?  Let me suggest four thoughts. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Do you believe Jesus is who He demonstrated Himself to be? 
2. Do you believe He can do what none other can? 
3. Friend, He is our only hope, healing, and wholeness.  This is not simply none-

consequential speech, this is truth you and I can place our confidence in and find 
our rest.  

4. Cry out to Jesus, He is both Savior and Lord. 
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